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Women's groups a for an inclusive framework for disaster

B

A collective of women's rights groups who have condacted 2 serizs of fact-finding
missons in the sonemi-=Tected areas over the past week wishes 1o brng o public
afention sericus issucs conceming the ssfery and wellboing of women which have no
kesn adiiested s far i relied eflons

We apprecizte the many poblic mmdiinives to collect and deliver relief and 2ssist those
affecied by the teumam i whalever wevs are possble However, cur obssrvabons
indicate that thess ¢fforis need to be refocused 10 ensure that those who have sulfered asa
coassguence of the tamemm are ool subjxted 1o furthe violenoe and abuse by

Enscrupul s persons

The heightened vulnerabifity of people in these arcas due fo the destruction of
communication lines and the larpe-scale mass displacement amdd desth of people kas

created sihmtions in which women and girds become more likely o encounter violence.
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In parmicular, we bave received repons of incidents of mpe. gang mpe.
molcstanon, and physical sbuse of women and girds in the courss of unsupervised
rescuc operztions and while resident in temporary shellers, particuinrdy in the
south, Apant from these incidents (the number of which is not known), those
reparis have also indicated that women' s mobility conlinees 1o be resricied due o
the fear of sexuml violence. No proper menitorssg body hes been set up to racsive
complainis. & lake acton agains perpetralors, or to eosurs the saley of women

in thete areas.

We urge government authomiics, and the Ministn of Women's Affairs in
pariculir, 0 take poie of these viclations, end to take immadiste messures 10
mvestigaic such incidents. We also wrge collaboration between siete nstitutions
and agencies such as UNHCR. OXFAM and other agencies warking on gender-
based violence in thes matter. Provision of adeguste security and establishing
complaints mechanisms should be an urgent priceity in the reliel process

We are also concerned that the information flowing from the Tsmami-hit sreas
docs mol provide detalled accounts of the mumbers of spacific velnerable
commumitiss such a5 pregnam wivmen, lactating mothere, persans with physical
and meoneal disabilities. persors with special medical nesds and requiring daily
and consisient medication. The collection of such data is absolraly critical for
sdentifying priority needs in the Javs to come. In addition, sccurste recond of all
thosc haspatal:sed afier the tsanami should be given wide publicing.

The lack of 2 system thar could idenify children sepacatad from their families has
also hampered effocs 1o locate families missing children o 10 resenile children
with relatives in the Jocations where they were found. We swronply urge the
Nationa! Child Protection Authority 1o work in coordination with the Department



of Probation and Childcare Services 10 52t up a mechsmiss w address this
problem

* A< an initial Sep, messures should be taken w o call on all those who know
whereabouts of unaccompanied children 10 register them 2t the nearcst Police
Statien or at the desk of the Depariment of Child Care and Probation Services at
the Dhvisional Seoretaniat, and fo give slequate publicity through the prin and
electrony: medsa 25 1o the present whereabowts of children.

e The mole that the media can play in helping people 1o find missing persons and
cheldren should be systematised <o that there is po duplication of elfforts but rather
a fruitful collaboraion

s The madequate stuciures of coordination within the povernment burcaucracy at
the level of Kachcheris and Divisional Secretariats is alen a matter of grave
concern. In view of the fact that povernment officers in local adminisication wha
were resident in the zreas have alse suffered personal loss during this Eme. # is
imperative that the government seconds serior and muddle-level govemment
officials to take over administrative functions in the tsunami affecied areas in
order o ensure that these structures are zble to function efficiently for relicf
ciforis,

e Comsidering the enormois destnction to life and property, we wrge the
govemmemt 0 posipone the Advanced Level Exominstion and all wiversity

Wamen's groaps throughout the island are committed to extend their fullest support o
both state and non-state structures thas will work for the provision of immediate selief o<
well ¢ for mecium and long-term reconstuction and rehabilitation of all those peonle of
Sn Lanka who have been affecied by the tsunsmi in the framework of sustamble
development and a lasting and just peace
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